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* We hold these truths to be self-evident : that 
Creator with certain unalienable rights; that 
happiness.” ———Dec/aration Independence U. 


all men are created equal, and endowed by their 
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
S. 








‘No. g. 


fienra Montn, 1821. 





7 


Von. e, 








(P Subscribers to this paper, who have not 
received the first number, will be served with 
it hereafter, As it was quite uncertain, when 
the publication was commenced, what encour- 
agement it would meet with, but a smnall num- 
ber of copies were struck off, and@Some were 
sent to persons who were not subscribers, to 
exhibit the plan of the work ; the demand, how- 
ever, has been such, that it will be necessary to 
re-print the first number, which will be done as 
soon as it conyeniently can, 


The publication of this number has been 
delayed two or three weeks, to give time 
to persons who have taken subscription pa- 
pers, to make their returns. Those who 
lave obtained subscriptions, and have nat 
forwarded them, are requested to send 
them in shortly, as it is impossible yet to 
ascertain the number of copies that should 
be printed. 

My list of subscribers has been conside- 
rably increased since the first number was 
issued; and additions are still making to 
it, more or less, every week. Some of our 
most respectable ane worthy citizens have 
sent me their names; and it affords me 
great pleasure to observe, that many ap- 
pear to manifest a deep and lively interest 
in the success of the work. Let the friends 
of Emancipation exert themselves a lit- 
tle to encourage it at first, and its success 
ismorally certain. In return for this, my 
best endeavours shall be used to make it 
as generally interesting as possible. 

I have been handsomely complimented, 
both publicly and privately, since the 
work has made its appearance; and in 
some instances in a more flattering man- 
her, perhaps, than I really have deserved. 
My grateful acknowledgements are due to 
those who have thus, in recommmen- 
ding my work, lent me a helping hand: 
and as it will be the height of my am- 
bition to perform my duty as an ac- 
countable being, and to seeure the esteem 
of the wise and the virtuous, I shall strive to 
nerit the latter by acquitting myself to the 
best of my abilities in regard to the former. 

It cannot be expected, however, that I 
shall be able to avoid error upon every oc- 
Casion, and no doubt I shall often stand 
in need uf the charitable indulgence of the 
humane and the yirtaous; but I can ap- 
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peal to Him whois the searcher of bearts, 
for the purity of my motives, and while I 
consider it my duty to expose the cotrupt- 
ing principle of vice, I shall be guided by 
the maxim— 


** Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in 
malice.” 











Tue Prospect.—Zntroductory. In pro- 
secuting the great and important work of 
reformation relative to African slavery in 
the United States, it will be proper, occa- 
sionally, to survey its actual state and con- 
dition, so as to comprehend the true line 
of policy necessary to be pursued, and the 
degree of exertion requisite to effect the 
object in view. 

Long had the human mind been envelop- 
ed in the gloom of intellectual darkness ; 
Jong had the iron rod of ecclesiastical 
superstition, wielded by the ruthless hand 
of secular usurpation, extended its influ- 
ence over the consciences and conduct of 
men, throughout the Christian world ; ma- 
ny and great were the evils to which the 
people of countries once enlightened and 
civilized, were subjected ; and most cruel 
and despotic were the measures adopted 
by rulers to perpetuate their tyrannic 
sway, ere the germs of that diabolical sys- 
tem were brought to light. Nations once 
famous for their knowledge of the arts and 
sciences, their advancement in moral and 
political virtue, their ardent attachment to 
civil liberty, and the rationality, the pu- 
rity, and the sublimity of the religion they 
professed, were at that time sunken into a 
state of mental degradation ; the mild and 
radient sun of philaatiy »py was nearly ob- 
scured, and its genia! influence partially 
extinguished, by the clouds of ignorance 
and human depravity. 

The state of society being so favorable 
to the growth of that politica! Bohan Upas, 
it'soon came to be viewed as an innocent 
and even a necessary regulation, instead 
of what it is in reality, a monstrous anoma- 
ly in the order of nature and the laws esta- 
blished for the good of mankind. Hence 
we may trace its latent cause, and disco- 
ver the invisible spring by which the won- 





derful machinery has been kept in motion. 
Avarice and pride, whose poisonous in- 
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fluence has ever been so fatal to the cause 
of justice and liberty, swayed the hearts 
of some, and stimulated to the commence- 
ment of the unkoly work, while a listless 
apathy, or a blind enervation, hushed the 
spirit of enquiry, and stifled the voice of 
humanity, until some of the most populous 
parts of Africa was despoiled of their in- 
habitants, the fairest portion of her coun- 
try converted into a slaughter house, her 
plains strewed with the mangled bodies, 
and the ocean reddened with the blood of 


inconsistency and depravity, have assumed 
the garb of propriety, virtue, and truth; 
and ” when they have so fairly taken fuot- 
hold, and have become so strong as to re- 
sist all attempts to expel them by ordinar 

means, it then becomes the duty of every 
‘dhe interested in, and desirous of promos 
‘ting, the public weal, to make a strict ex- 
amination into the existing state of things, 
for the purpose of devising some plan 
whereby a reformation may be effected: 

and to preduce such reformation, it may 





her children ! 
ther fall in battle, or perish in the flames| 
of their dwellings, were, generally, door- 
ed to a foreign exile, there to submit to the’ 
rigours of a bondage the most grievous that 
ever was inflicted by mortal men, and to 
drag out a life of misery and pain, unless, 
indeed, the cruelties practised upon them 
during their passage, put an end to their 
existence before their arrival. 

By habituating themselves to deeds of! 
iniquity, & becoming familiar with scenes 
of carnage and devastation, the hearts of 
those engaged i in carrying on the work of 
slavery, were rendered callous, and be 


came dead to every sense of pity and re- 
morse—to every tender and humane feel- 
ing. Those, also, who were accessary to 


Such of them as did not ei-| 


be necessary to wark the progress of cor- 
ruption, and point out distinetly its cause 
and effect. ‘This may not always prove 
an easy and agreeable task, and much op- 
position is generally, in such cases, to be 
expected. Consequently, when I first 
came to the determination to commence 
the publication of this paper, I calculated . 
(on meeting with a host of opponents, nor 
‘have I in this been disappointed. ‘fo 
combat the deep rooted prejudices existing 
in the breasts of a great portion of the peo- 
ple of the United States, supported as these 
prejudices are by avarice, pride, and mis- 
taken interesf, requires a degree of firm- 
ness and resolution which does not fall to 
the share of every one; nor am I vain 
enough to suppose that, single handed, I 


| 








it in any way whatever, partook in a great-}can make much head-way against the tor- 
er or less degree of their spirit, and evin-'rent of depravity which emanates from 
ced a corresponding disposition to foster that reservoir of iniquity, the system of 


the seeds of corruption and ace@lerate the, ‘slavery. But my mind is buoyed up with 
movements of oppression. ithe hope, that others who have, or may 

Such was the ground-work or the foun- hereafter, espouse the cause of the oppres- 
dation of African slavery, and such the/sed, will aid me in exposing the principles, 
means by which it has been perpetuated. | ‘and pointing out the pernicious effects, of 
It was conceived in the womb of avarice,, that colossal fabric of moral and political 
nursed in the fap of moral depravation.'evil. That this work should meet with 
guarded and supported by the assumption opposition in the slave-holding states, is 
of lawless power, and fed with the tears| not to be wandered at, but I find that a 


and sufferings of men. 
But the day star of liberty has at length 
arisen, and its benignant rays are dispel. 


ling the thick and impervious gloom that | 


overshadowed the nations of Christendom. 


And it is to be hoped that the sons of Afri-| 


ca, who have so long been trampled upon, 
and nearly reduced to a level with the 
brute creation, are destined to feel its 
quickening influence, to be raised from 
their degraded condition, and again per- 
mitted to resume the rank and station 
among men, to which they are entitled by 
the laws of nature and of nature’s God. 
OprpuGcnaxcy.—-When evils of great 
magnitude haye crept into society, either 
openty or by stealth ; whea error, delusion, 


few more than I had calculated on are dis- 
pleased with it in those denominated free. 

Some very gravely assert, thatthe sub- 
ject of slavery has been so much discussed 
of late, that <‘it is worn thread-bare,” and 
insist that there is no use in further med- 
dling with it. To these, I would merely 
observe, that, in my opinion, that subject 
is not yet as nearly thread-bare, or as ster- 
ile as their imaginations; and that such 
language does not become an American 
citizen, whose mind is expanded by the true 
and genuine amor patria, or love of coun- 
try ; itis worthy of none but a narrow min- 
ded alien, once the vassal of some eastern 
monarch, and who has not yet thrown off 
the vestments of royalty, or one whose 
mind has never been enlightened by the 
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irradiating beams of knowledge and phi- rable than the bondage of the negroes 


lanthropy. | 
‘There are a few who contend that [ have 


entered upon the subject with too much 
zeal, and have used tvo great a degree of 
severity in treating it. The editor of a 


‘weekly paper published at New Bruns- 


wick, in New Jersey, is of this opinion, 
and has given me a geatle reproof; but if 
his sentiments on the subject of slaver 

are similar to those of a member of the 


late Congress from the same place,* I shall | 


not be grieved at the circumstance of his 
enlisting on the side of my opponents. 

A writer in the Village Record, pub- 
lished at West Chester, Pennsylvania, 
who calls himself « An Advocate of Free- 
dom,” has, in a tolerably lengthy article, 
also accused me with too much zeal ; and 
has, on his part, evinced not alittle « zeal” 
in opposition tomy werk. After proceed- 
ing at some length, he pats the following 
question :—<*+ But what can Lundy sup- 
pose to be the fact with thousands of slave- 
holders ; must be not admit that they had 
no more to do with the origin of dasery 
than himself?” He is very correct in 
supposing that I have never had any thing 
todo with the origin, and he might have 
added, the perpetuation, of slavery; not 
am I clear of this enormous crime 
myself, but neither my father, nor my fa- 
ther’s father, ever polluted their hands in 
rivetting the fetters of aslave. But why 
speak aboutits origin ? We all know that 
the people of the present generation had 
nothing to do with it; and many of them, 
some of whom even hold slaves, would 
gladly rid themselves of the trouble and 
anxiety it occasions by abolishing it, if it 
were in their power. I have heard it as- 
serted, that the continual dread arising 


_ from the circumstances connected with its 


existence, operates upon the minds of ma- 
ny as an oppression ten-fold more intole- 


* Bernard Smith, a member of Congress 
from the state of New Jersey, voted, during the 
pendency of the Missouri question, with the 
party in favor of slavery; and was appoiated 
lately by the President receiver of the public 
monies in the territory of Arkansas. 

It may not be amiss here to mention, that 
Aaron Hackley, also a member of Congress, 
from New York, who had voted steadily against 
the extension of slavery in Missouri until near 
the termination of the discussion of the ques- 
ton, suddenly went over to the slave party, 
and has since been appointed a collector of the 
customs by the executive of the United States. 

These things should be borne in mind, as 
et may hereafter be occasion to advert to 

1em. 





| 


themselves. But if this be the case, why 
doa great majority of the people in the 
southern and south-western states (in the 
latter of which, not even necessity, the 
‘ tyrant’s plea” ean be set up in justifica- 
‘tion of its continuance) stil eagerly hug 
their chains, and steadily oppose every ate 
tempt at an eradication of the monstrous 
evil ? I have somewhere read the follow- 
ing couplet, and submit it for the conside- 
ration of this writer, leaving him perfectly 
at liberty to make his own comments up- 
on it. It is certainly as apropos as the 


‘question he propounded for me ; but it is 


likely that among the “ thousands” he 
mentions, he may discover seme who have 
done more towards the perpetuation (even 
though they had nothing to do with the 
origin) of slavery, than I have : 


** Sons of Columbia, hear this truth in time, 
He who allews oppression, siiares the crime.” 


The writer gues on to observe, that ¢ it 
would be more likely to produce happy ef- 
fects, if slavehulders were treated and con- 
sidered as men, rather than stigmatize 
them as demons.” Here is an evidence 
of his « zeal”’ in defence of slave holders ; 
and truly I think, from his manner of stat- 
ing his sentiments, he would make a tole- 
rably able advocate of slavery. I never 
have even suggested the idea, that the mass 
of slave holders are actuated by a fiend- 
like spirit. It is true, that I have spoken 
of the conduct of some individuals as being 
of acharacter purely demoniac; and have 
not the most noted persons in every age, 
who have taken an active part in reform- 
ing abuses and correcting the vices and er- 
rors that have crept into society, had fre- 
quent oecasion to do the same? He seems 
to have imbibed a strange opinion in re- 
gard to the course to be pursued for the 
purpese of removing that great and grow- 
ing evil. While the preacher is permitted 
to utter anathemas from the pulpit, and 
the satirist to exhaust the vocabulary of 
epithets in every language, in procuring 
qualifying terms denoting folly or wicked- 
ness, their language, though peculiarly se- 
vere, is perfectly justifiable, if applied to 
the conduct of those guilty of any other 
crime but that of upholding the herrid sys- 
tem of slavery in the United States ! !|——- 
These may not be exactly bis sentiments, 
but itis probable they come pretty near 
his idea of the matter. ) 

Again, he says, * I can readily believe 
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that it (slavery) is engaging the reflections 
of thousands of our best men, and it may 
be hoped that as we stand united in a dis- 
position to embrace all reasonable means 
for removing the evil, it will in time van- 
ish away.” This, I shall not pretend to} 
dispute. I, too, can readily believe, that 
the subject is engaging the reflections of 
thousands of our best men ; and it is not 
to be wondered at, since such men as Tal- 
madge, Taylor, Sergeant, and several 
others, have stepped forth so boldly, and 
plead the cause of liberty so manfully, as 
they have of late: this is precisely what 
is wanting to draw the attention of « thou- 
sands” more to the subject; it is this 
which induces them to reflect upon it ; and 
if the great body of the people can be pre- 
vailed upon to think more about it, 1 am 

ersuaded they will eventually act aright. 

ut are the advocates of freedom united 
in a disposition to embrace the means with- 


sincerely hope ; but, as a society, they have 
no more to do with it than others. Some 
of even the most respectable and virtuous 
among them, as well as nearly every other 
religious society in the country, have sent 
me their names as subscribers; but as to 
the exercise of any kind of controul in the 
editorial management of the work, no so- 
ciety nor even individual, except myself, 
has the least share. 

There is so much quibbling and sophis- 
tical reasoning, in the remarks of the wri- 
ter of the article alluded tu, that I am al- 
most persuaded that the editor of the Re- 
cord has mistaken his mans; and, instead 
of being one of the most *“ zealous and en- 
lightened friends of emancipation,” he is 
some thorough-going advocate of slavery, 
masked with the imposing name of * An 
advocate of freedom,” who has got into the 
printing office unperceived. As the edi- 
tor had not examined the work himself, 





in their reach, of checking the further 
spread of this alarming evil ? The history 
of the proceedings of Congress, relative to 
the admission of Missouri as a member of 
the Union, will furnish an answer to this 
, question ; it will shew that, possessing nu- 
merical strength, they failed, through a 
want of union and perseverance, to gaina 
single object of immediate consequence. 
It is true, they succeeded in precuring a 
law prohibiting slavery in the western 
territory beyond the Missouri boundary, 
north of the line of 36 deg. and 30 min. 
of north latitude ; but in a great portion of 
that territory, the climate had made the 
needful regulations iu that respect, long 
ago! and, of course, the advocates of sla- 
very were not extremely anxious about it. 

As to the silly insinuation, that I have 
made use of threats, for the purpose of ex- 
citing fear, it does not deserve a serious 
reply. If the probable, nay the inevitable 
consequence, of a persistance in the op- 
pression of the people of colour, has been 
mentioned, can that be construed into any 
thing like threatening ? If so, every preach- 
er and exhorter in the land (though I do 
not lay claim to either of these titles) may 
be charged with the same thing, and conse- 
quently considered asa sort of disorgani- 
zer! but the idea is perfectly ridiculous. 

It is also suggested, that as this pa- 
per appears in the style of the Societ 
of Friends, it will be considere? as havin 
their approbation. What ifit does P Must 
its faults, on that account, be imputed to 
them ? That it will have the approbation 


it is possible he might be thus imposed 
upon. 

Taking the whole into consideration, the 
arguments of the writer of the article in 
question, appear truly contemptible ; and 
had he not been so highly recommended 
by the respectable editor of the Record, | 
should have considered him as one of the 
« dough-faced” gentry, and should have 
taken but little notice of him. 

Far be it from me tv entertain the slight- 
est wish to irritate the slave-holders or 
others, but I shall not hesitate to call things 
by their proper names, nor yet refrain 
from speaking the truth whenever I think 
it may subserve the cause of liberty and 
justice, however unwelcome it may be to 
the advocates of oppression, or their abet- 
tors, in whatever garb they please to array 
themselves. I shall fearlessly and reso- 
lutely pursue the straight forward course 
that duty points out, equally regardless ol 
the petit cavilling of hypercritics, and the 
imperious dictum of self-created censors. 


I shall conclude this article with an ex- 
tract from the Village Record, published 
some time since. It appears as the work 
of the editor ; and although it is evidently 
the effusion of a heart warm and benevo- 
lent, and in every respect excellent— 
still, on account of. its nervous and ener- 
getic style, perhaps his late correspondent 


Y| may consider it proper to take a little no- 
&| tice of him also. 


FROM THE RECORD. 
There is a law, it is true, prohibiting 





of many of the members of that society, I 


the importation of slaves into the United 
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States; but to what effect ? If the District 
of Columbia wants two thousand slaves, 
they can be brought from Virginia. She 
can supply the deficiency from the Caroli- 
nas: They trom Georgia; And Georgia 
from the Floridas, without the least diffi- 
culty. Where the general sentiments and 
interests of the people run counter to the 
laws, they will be violated, and with impu- 
nity. 
some of the slave vessels now engaged, are 
owned by Americans, and are employed 
for the supply of slaves to the Secuth.— 
Those who kidnap negroes from Philadel- 
phia, Delaware, and Maryland, to sell in 
Georgia, would not hesitate to send their 
vessels to Africa. 

We are not guiltless of the blood and 
the wrongs of those murdered and enslav- 
ed men. Whilst slavery exists in the land, 
itis the solemn duty of every good man, 
constantly and steadily to press for its 
abolition. But at a time like this, when 
those demons in human form, are pushing 
this HELLISH traffic in human blood, to the 
utmost of their power, the duty becomes 
imperious, that the benevolent every where 
should arouse from their slumbers, and 
unite their efforts in defence of the viclated 
rights of man. 


All is still as the grave. We boast that 
ours is the land of freedom. HERE Lib- 
erty dwells; This is the spot where the 
Sacred tree flourishes, spreading its branch- 
es East and West, shading and protecting 
the whole land. Our Constitution solemn- 
ly declares that«*« ALL MEN ARE BORN 
EQUAL!” The enslaved and oppressed 
of Europe are welcomed to our shores as 
an asylum from oppression. We rub our 


hands and congratulate one another that. 
we are the most free people on earth. entatives, passed severe laws, and imposed 
Gracious Heavens!! And is it yet true heavy penalties to prevent the education of 


‘some of their 


that more than Twelve Hundred Thousand 
of our fellow creatures are doomed, them- 
selves and their posterity, to hopeles bon- 
dage ? 

“*Tis human nature‘s broadest, foulest blot, 

That man devotes his brother, 

Chains him, and tasks him, and exacts his sweat, 
With stripes, that mercy, with a bleeding heart, 


Weeps when she sees inflicted on a beast. 
What then is man ?” 


Where is our Abolition Society P—Are 
they weary in well doing ?—Where are 
those intelligent, ardent, benevolent men, 
who exist in every Country, who step for- 
ward on great occasions, animate their fel- 


low men to exertion, and direct their ef-! 


We do not think it improbable that; 








forts to the attainment of some noble end ? 
Are the spirits of Wilberforce, Clarksoa 
and Benezet extinct ?—Or is ittrue that 
nothing can be done ?—.Vo—.Vothing can 
be done !——Go home and repose on your 
pillows of down: sleep away your lives in 
indolence and ease : and let the expression 
—Nothing can be done! satisfy your con- 
sciences.—-Let the husband be separated 
from his wife—the mother from her little 
ones. Let the poor slave toil in hopeless 
misery, aud bleed beneath the lash of his 
task master. 

Are there not more than a million of our 
fellow beings doomed themselves and the 
offsprings of their loins to hopeless bon- 
dage, even in this our boasted land of lib- 
erty? Is it apparently more difficult to 
meliorate their condition and provide a | 
way for their gradual emancipation, than ~ 
it was to the philanthropic Benezet, and 
Clarkson and Wilberforce, and their noble 
compeers, when they began the great work 
of destroying the slave trade? What is 
wanting? That some good man, of strong 
mind, ardent and persevering, should take 
the lead. Encugh would rally around him: 
God would give him strength beyond his 
hopes, and success beyond his fondest an» 
ticipations. 

———EE=EEEE 
TOR THE GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION. 


To ithe Editor. 

The following queries are suggested for 
the consideration of your readers. They 
have been a sort of stumbling block to me, 
and perhaps some one can give such infor- 
mation as will throw a little light upon the 
different subjects. 

1.—Why do the slave holders of the 
Southern states, who have by their repres- 


ople, find fault with, and 
denounce the Emperer of Austria for dis- 
couraging the same thing in his dominions P 
2.— How can the same people, with pro- 
priety assert, that the condition of the Af- 
ricans has been much improved and a bles- 
sing has been conferred upon them by re- 
moving them from their native land and 
teaching them the maxims & precepts of the 
Christian religion, when in fact they not 
only withhold from them the least instruc- 
tien in that respect themselves, but perse- 
cute, fine, and imprison others for preach- 
ing to them the doctrines of a crucified | 
Saviour ® 
3.—By what method do the people in | 
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the free states reconcile it to their con- 
sciences to recommend the adoption of 
measures to prevent free people of colour 
from removing to, and settling in those 
states, seeing that such measures if carried 
into effect would evidently be a palpable 
violation of the &Jnited States constitution ; 
and that for attempting the same thing, 
Missouri was lately refused adinittance as 
a member of the Union, and required to 


retrace the steps she had taken? 
ENQUIRER. 








FOR THE GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION, 
( Commanicated._) 


Slavery, says a modern writer, is, in it- 
self, so ins unsistent, that it seems strange 
it ever should have had a defender, or its 
cause should have been espoused by any 
human being who had- only sens@enough 
to distinguish light from darkness, right 
from wrong, orhappiness from misery. It 
debases the noble creature Man, created 
a little below the angels, and reduces him 
to a level almost with the brutes. Slave- 
ry, hateful to God and man, and, in my 
estimate, one of the greatest evils under 
the Sun, inflicted by Americans, the most 
favoured people, and, may I not say, the 
most enlightened and highestin profession 
of liberty and Christianity, must render us 
the most inexcusable, and draw down, un- 
Jess expiated by sincere repentance, and 
undoing of the heavy burthens, the just in- 
dignation of Him who does not even let a 
sparrow fall without his notice: and can 
we << that the rights of man shall be 
trampled upon, his liberty sacrificed, and 
the oppressor suffered to pass with impu- 
nity ?. If we can suppose so, our opinion 
of the Omnipotent Ruler of the Universe 
must be very erroneous. But is it not ve- 
ry apparent, that His anger is frequently 
kindled, and the plague let loose in our 
borders, and many other distressing, alarm- 
ing, and truly humiliating circumstances, 
both by sea and land, permitted to vex us, 
and may we not consider it as the reward 
of our disobedience? * What abundant 
eause do we, while guilty of such cruelty, 
administer to the heathen to blaspheme 
that holy name, by which we profess to be 
saved, if ever we are saved; for natural 
must be the conclusion, if these are the 
faithful servants of a crucified Christ, if 
these are his commands, he must be a cru- 
el tyrant. But, blessed be the Great and 


Holy One, these are not his commands ; 
they are the genuine fruits of sordid ava- 


rice; they are directly the antipedes to 
his commands, whiclr are as follows :— 
«© Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them.” 

Says the same author, « I wish that aH 
distinctions of parties might be done away. 
We are all the offspring of the same Uni- 
versal Parent. How much better would 
it be, if, instead of teaching our children to 
regard every other nation or profession as 
inferior to ours, and out of the way, we 
should take pains to instruct them that he 
has other sheep, not of this fold, spread 
over the whole earth, in every country and 
among every people, and that virtue only 
is to be respected, and vice despised wher- 
ever found, whether arrayed in gold oF 
clothed in rags, whether in one that wields 
a sceptre or begs his bread. 

With what a smile.of contempt must the 
judicious foreigner view, on the floor of 
Congress,an American slave holder expa- 
tiating on the cause of liberty, virtue and 
patriotism, especially when he reflects 
that the main tenet, or as it were the cor- 
ner-stone, (may I not say the whole fabric) 
of the religion he professes, is simply the 
Divine command already mentioned ; and 
when he looks back to the time * that tri- 
ed men’s souls,”’ when they could resolve, 
‘© We will neither import nor purchase 
any slave after the first day of December 
next, (1775) after which we will wholly 
discontinue the slave trade, and will nei- 
ther be concerned in it ourselves, nor 
will we hire our vessels or sell our commo- 
dities, to those who are concerned in it.” 

Tyranny consists in will and actions, 
not in power; for a man may be as com- 
plete a tyrant+over one as one hundred 
millions. Slavery and tyranny are com- 
pletely inseparable, for remove one and 
the other ceases. ‘There cannot be aslave 
without a tyrant, for if the conduct of the 
master is such as to do away the appeiia- 
tion of tyrant, of course that of slave must 
subside. But he that holds another maa 
in bondage against his will, and that not 
for his good comfort, does not do ashe 
would be done by, and of course must be 
a tyrant; and it appears a self-evident 
truth, that no man whv holds a slave ought 
to be entrusted with a post of honor, trust 
or profit, either great or small, among a 
free people. : 
—_—_—————— 

Effects of Gospel Light. 

In the first number of this work, sundr 

resoiutions of the Assosiate Synod of Nort 
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America (the sect of Presbyterians known 
by the name of Seceders) were inserted 
and mentioned as an evidence of the hu- 
manizing effects of the Gospel in softening 
the hearts and expanding the minds of those 
who embrace its maxims and precepts.— 
The article below, written by a member of 
the same religious association, is full of in- 
terest, and is recommended to the particu- 


that of their connex 





lar notice of the reader. 

It is a source of peculiar satisfaction to 

the real philanthropist, to observe the ex- 
cellent effects of the doctrines of Christi- 
anity, which are working their way into 
the abodes of error and delusion, and are 
calculated to produce the happiest results 
in the restoration of that beautiful system 
of order and harmony, which comports 
with the rules of justice and equity, and is 
so admirably suited to the welfare of so- 
ciety. : 
Not only are the Presbyterians active 
in endeavoring to expel the monster of sla- 
very from the pate of their church, but the 
Baptists and the Methodists are likewise, 
making great advances in this important 
work of benevolence. 

I was informed, a short time since, by a 
very respectable Baptist missionary, who 
is now in the western country, that one or 
two meetings or congregations of that so- 
ciety, in one of the western states, had ac- 
tually refused to hold communion with 
their brethren who were owners of slaves. 
This he seemed to think was carrying the 


agreed toa warning against it, but cofisid- 
erations of expediency and tenderness to 
many church-members who were involved 
in it, and who could hardly be expected to 
be soon disengaged from their prejudices, 
strengthened as these prejudices were by 
long custom, by the civil law in seve- 
ral of the states, by their own interest and 
s, hindered the 
Presbytery from the judicially determin- 
ing any thing concerning it. Since the 
erection of the Associate Synod of N. A- 
merica, this matter has been several times 
under their consideration. They have 
emitted two warpings against slave-hold- 
ing, as it obtains in the United States. 
But though none of the members of the Sy- 
nod ever attempted to justify this practice 
as agreeable to the principles of equity ; 
yet most of them still hesitated as to the 
expediency of making it a ground of church 
censure, till their meeting in 1811, at 
which the above resolutions were enacted. 
It was now found, that there was sufficient 
objective evidence to all of the sinfullness 
of the slave trade and slave holding; that 
there was now no ground to wait for or ex- 
pect new light on this subject; that even 
tenderness to the weak of the flock requi- 
red that the Synod should afford them di- 
rection by a distinct and determinate judg- 
ment about so important a case of con- 
science ; that it appeared from a represen-~- 
tation to this syned, that many people of 
ourcommunion were greatly offended at 











matter a little too far, though he acknowl- 
edged the propriety and ever the necessity 
of using every rational mean in our power 
to abolish the system of slavery entirely. 

if the different religious societies in the 
United States, would take the matter fair- 
ly in hand, if they would all earnestly en- 
gage in the work, the way would soon be 
opened for its accomplishment, and their 
labors would, under the direction of an 
All-wise Providence, be crowned with 
complete success. 

The following article, from the pen of a 
Presbyterian, accompanied the resolutions 
of the Associate Svnod of North America, 
passed at its meeting at Cannonsburg, in 
the fifth month, 1811, which were inserted | 
in the first number of this paper. (See; 





page 10.) 

«Many years before the ministers of 
the Secession in this land had formed them- 
Selves into a synod, while they were de- 
denominated the Presbytery of Pennsylva- 
nia, they considered slave holding as a 
Stievous offence. At one meeting, they 


the continuance of this practice among 
their brethren ; that, while many of our 
people are daily more and more entangled 
in thissnare, the farther delay of a determi- 
nation concerning it, seemed to be dange- 
rous and inconsistent with the duty of giv- 
ing suitable warning to those over whom 
the ministers of this syned are placed as 
watchmen ; that the evil of detaining ouc 
fellow men in slavery is one of the causes 
of God’s wrath against his church as_ well 
as against the inhabitants of the land in 
general; that, with regard to any opposi- 
tion that remained among the members of 
synod to the above judgment concerning 
this matter, it was only on the ground of 
expediency ; in which case, while the equi- 
ty of a determination is admitted, the order 
of the Presbyterian church, and indeed of 
every reasonable society requires, that the 
minority ought to acquiesce in the judg- 
ment of the majority. Accordingly, whea 
this act was passed, though the members of 
synod were not quite unanimous, yet ne 
disseut was offered against it. There 
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seems indeed to be no good objection 
against the solidity of this act, either from 
the matter of it, or from the manner in 
which it was passed. 

The first resolution is, an assertion of 





the moral evil of slave holding. The 
truth of this proposition has been often 
shewn, and particularly in the late war- 
nings of the Associate Synod on this sub- 
ject. But in order to shew that this is no 
new doctrine, we may add two or three re- 
marks from authors who may now be con- 
sidered as of an old date. Gershom 
Carmichael, in his excellent notes on Puf- 
fendorf’s treatise de officio hominis et cutis, 
gives his judgment to the following effect. 
The holder of a slave cannot plead sucha 
bona fide or honest possession, as a person 
may sometimes be allowed to have of a 
thing whose owner isnot known or found. 
For, besides that violent possession is enti- 
tled to no tavor, onus probandi, the neces- 
sity of bringing proof, lies upon the violent 
possessor, not upon the person whom he 
calls his slave ; it is incumbent on the for- 
mer to shew that the liberty which once 
belonged to the latter, bad been in the first 
place relinquished, alienated, or i some 
way justly taken from him; and, in the 


cious divine, having, with Grotius and oth- 
ers, divided servitude into imperfect and 
perfect, observes that the imperfect is that | 
service which is annexed to the possession 
of certain lands; or which a person has 
voluntarily engaged to perform for a cer- 
tain time, on the consideration of stipula- 
ted wages. This is lawful: But with re- 
gard toperfect servitude, it is often lawful 
on the part of the slave, who submits to it ; 
but on the part of the master who claims 
and exercises it, it can scarcely be lawful ; 
because it is not agreeable to the general 
rule of equity, in Mat. vii, 12. fll thing's 
whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do you even soto them. Professors 
would abhor theslave-holding whicii is here 
condemned, if they had a due regard to the 
exhortation of the apostle in Col. iv, 1.— 
Ye masters, give to your servants that 
which is just and equal ; knowing that ye 
also have a Master in Heaven. Here the 
apostle, as Davenant and other judicious 
expositors observe, enjoins Christian mas- 
ters to give their servants, not only what 
human law and custom, but also what 
Christian charity and benevolence require. 
Christian masters do not give a servant 
what is just and equal, according to Dr. 
Guise’s paraphrase of this text, unless they 





next place, that it had been justly trans- 
ferred to him who is called the owner of 
the slave. For liberty is one of those things 
to which occupancy, or a person’s having, 


once had the legitimate possession of it| 


gives aright of continued possession. But 
liberty or the right of disposing of one’s 
own actions belongs to every person natu- 
rally; and it must abide with him, unless 
it can be shewn, that it has been in some 
equitable way, transferred from its natural 
subject to another. The truth is, any right 


give him not only proper provisions accor- 
ding to his wants, but also wages and other 
suitable encouragements. 

The second resolution serves to shew 
how far the civil law of the States may be 
complied with, consistently with the Law 
of God. When the civil law in any of the 
States is in favor of the liberation of the 
slaves there, Christians have no excuse, for 
detaining in their service any person un- 
der the name of slaves. But as individu- 








which is ever competent to one man with 
regard to the liberty of another, is not that 
of a proprietor properly so called ; but only! 
that of a creditor; that is, a right arising! 
from a debt: a right which cannot be de- 
fended otherwise than by shewing how the 
debt was contracted by the person from 
whom it isclaimed. The claim of holding 
our fellow men in perpetual slavery, says 
Titius, another old writer, strongly indi- 
cates a mind almost dead to every feeling 
of social virtue.* Amesius, a most jndi- 

* Persuasum habeo, usurpatum illud jus do- 
minis in servos, tanquam in peccora, quale apud 
antiquos obtinuit, et quale etiamnum hodie (li- 
cet Christianis inter se, et in plerisque Euro- 
pais regionibus simpliciter explosum) fn aliis 
mundi plagis, et majore forsan quam apud ve- 





| 


als, rather than do any thing to disturb the 
order of the state, ought to submit to the 
civil law, even though oppressive; so, when 
that law in any of the states opposes the di- 
rect liberation of slaves, Christians ought 
to substitute such a humane treatment of 
them as is here described, in ylace of such 
liberation. Itis evidently understood from 
the connection of this with the former res- 
olution that they are to abstain from the 
infamous traffic of buying and selling 
slaves. ‘Thus, Christians cannot be char- 
ged with denying the person called a slave, 
any right which it is in their power to af- 





nomen profitentibus, ingente sacro sancti ilfius 
nominis probro, exerce*ur esse, ut clarissim) 
Titii verbis utar, Emor tue secialitatis certissim- 





teres Ethnicos tyrannide, a quibusdam Christi 


um indicium, 
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jord him. And they cannot be biamed for 
withholding rights which itis the province 
of the legislature a »ne to grant. What is 
allowed in this resolution seems to be all 
the slave-holding that can reasonably be 
imputed to Christians in the times of the 
apostles. For, however, heathen masters 
night refuse to give their servants what 
was just and equal, it will not follow that 
Christian masters were allowed to do so. 
In this respect then, our term of commu- 
nion is precisely the same with that which 
che apostles prescribed ; that is, where the 
liberation of slaves might appear contrary 
to the arrangements of the civil law about 
property and possessions, Christians were 
only required to treat their slaves as breth- 
ren and sisters, and to abstain from the 
trade of buying and selling them. But the 
same principle would have rendered it their 
duty to grant them a formal manumission, 
in every case in which it had no tendency 
to give offence to civil rulers. ‘The name 
Douloi being given to servants in the New 
Testament will not prove that they were 
slaves in the modern sense of the word.—: 
Naaman is called doulos, the servant of the 
king of Syria, 2 Kings v, 6. Gehazi calls 
himself doylos the servant of Elisha, ver. 
25. The nobleman in the parable is said 
to have delivered certain talents doulois 
te his servants, Luke xix, 13. It seems 
unreasonable to suppose that any of these 
were what we now call slaves. When 
Paul is pointing out the duty of those whom 
he calis douloi, Col. iii, 22, surely we are 
not to understand him as préscribing the 
duty of slaves only. In Wilson’s Archa- 
iological Dictionary, under the article 
Slaves” itis observed, * that among the 
«« Greeks, while servants continued under 
« the absolute government of their masters, 
“ they were called aiketai ; but after their 
«freedom had been granted, théy received 
“the name of Douloi.” 

The third resolution is only an inference 
from the two preceding. 

The fourth points out a purchase of the 
service of negroes for a time, which is to 
be distinguished from the buying and sel- 
ling condemned in the first resolution. In 
ihe. way here proposed many may have it 
in their power, without any diminution of 
their estate, to contribute to the relief of 
the negroes. 

The last of these resolutions was inten- 
ded to obviate an objection arising from the 
people’s want of information on the subject 


of slaye-holding. But as all the requisite 





information on this subject may be easily” 
obtained, it is hoped that-sessions will not 
long find it necessary on this account to de- 
lay putting these salutary regulations into 
practice. Se : 
There seems to be no reason to delay 
carrying these resolutions into practice in 
order to obtain the judgment of the gene- 
ral Associate Synod in, Scotland on the 
subject of them. They fave already given 
their judgment in several heir papers, 
particularly in thé narrative prefixed to 
their Testimony, p.94, where they exclaim, 
“How many thousands have perished in 
“consequence of the unlawful and inhu- 
man traffic called, ‘ The slave trade.”— 
It cannot be supposed that the General Sy- 
nod would be so inconsistent as to disap- 
prove an act, the design of which is to pre- 
hibit the practice of buying and selling pers 
sons to perpetual slavery : a practice which 
surely belongs to what that synod justly 
calls, an unlawful and inhuman traffic.” 


eee 


The following coiimunication was handed 
in after the first part of the paper was 
put to ptess: consequently it to fol- 
low other matter which it ought in jus- 
tice to have preceded. 

FOR THE GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION. 

Fiat Justitia, Celum Baat. 
The late conduct of ju ashington,* 
deniands the notice and reprobation of ev- 
ery editor of a newspaper in the U. States. 


communi¢ation appeared in 












* The following 
the Baltimore Morning Chronicle, of the 25th 
inst. and relates to the conduct of judge Wash. 
ington here alluded to. Ed. Gen. Univ. Eman, 


To the editor of the Morning Chronicle. 

Sin—I have it in my power to give you some 
information relative to the charge that a 
in your paper of the 24th, against judge Wash- 
ington. I was at Mount Verndn a few days 
siace, and was told by some of the slaves, whose 
countenances were remarkably indicative of 
despondency or dejection, that more than fifty 
of their companions (591 believe) had. been 
sold but a week before, to go to New Orleans, 
for ten thousand dollars the whole. One would 
have thought that the poor creatures who were 
left, the aged and the blind, had lost every 
friend on earth. They said that busbands had 
been torn from their wives and children, and 
that many relatives were left behind. Take the 
following comment. I asked another slave, if 
he was living at Mount Vernon when George 
‘Washingtoi died. His answer was, ‘* No sir-~ 
not so lucky—I should not be a stave now if ¥ 
had.” The reader ought to know that Gsonexr 
Wasurnetron set all bis. slaves free upon his 





death, and that judge Washington is his nes 
phew, piensa’ Case ; ia 
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Wien a man who pretends to be so warm- 
ly interested for the well being and libera- 
tion of slaves in this country, gives the lic 
to those pretensions by a deliberate sale of 
Sifty four negroes, to be conveyed far from 
their relatives, cotntry and friends, the 
ublic voice should not be silent. 
When a judge of the highest court in the 
Union, who is sworn to observe the Con-. 
stitution of higcountry, one article of which | 
recognizes thé doctrine that all men are 














their property and possessions. and the Af- 
rican Slaves whom we have wickedly de- 
prived of their liberty, shoulil join in one 
common cause, and make this country a 
scene of bloodshed, devastation and mise- 
ry, still God must be acknowledged as just, 
and every * attribute of deity” would join 
with them in the attempt to redress their 


violated rights. 
AMICUS LIBERTATI. 








born free and equal, is guilty of selling (for Ei iee of Massachusetts, 


the sake of hoarding u» wealth) the servi- 
ces and lives of fifty-four servants and do- 
mesticks, brought up in his own family and 
equally entitled to the rights and enjoy- 
ments of Liberty with himself, the honesty 
and truth of that man must be strongly 
doubted. Itis po cause of wonder, that 
Paul Allen thought that the bones of his 
venerable uncle would tremble in the tomb: 
at such unfeeling injustice. | 

But more! Bushrod Washington is pres-' 
ident of the African Colonization Society ; 
a socicty which has professedly for its ob- 
ject, the amelioration of the cendition of the 
slaves amongst us, and their emancipation 
@s soon as practicable :—tHoew has he ful- 
filled the duties of that office P—Sold fifty- 
four slaves who have’ been born in his house, 
and brought up in his family, toa New-Or-! 
leans planter, living two thousand miles 
distant, for 10,000 dotlars; caused them 
to be removed from their aged parents, 
friends, and those few domectic attach- 
ments, which only rendered life supporta- 
ble by them. And this man is a judge of 
the Supreme Court of my country, the 
president of a Society intended expressly 
to effect the abolition of Slavery and (but 
No! Blot it out forever) a nephew of the 





Slaves. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JUNE 4. 

The committee appointed to enquire in- 
to,and repert upon the expediency of a. 
mending the laws of this commonwealth, 
concerning the admission into, and res?- 
dence in this state, ef negroes and mulat- 
toes, ask leave now to report a statemeut 
of facts. : 

That many of the states of this union, as 
well holding as non-holding slaves, have 
adopted various and rigorous measures in 
respect of free negroes and emancipated 
In some of these states, laws have 
been passed permitting the emancipation 
of slaves only upon the condition that the 
slaves so emancipated shall immediately 
leave the state. fn other states, slaves are 
emancipated only on the condition that 
sufficient security shall be given, that the 
emancipated person shall never beeome 
chargeable in any respect whatever. This 
principle as to pauperism, was recognized 
in the province laws of Massachusetts Bay 
asearly as 1703, and as far as your com- 
mittee have been able to ascertain in most 
of the provinces of New Engtand. 

That tle state of Virginia passed in eigh- 
teen hundred and nineteen, a severe law, 





father of his country. Good cause have 
the enemies of the Colonization Society, to’ 
reproach the members of it with insincerity, 
since the falling off of the head. 
** He finds his fellow guilty of a skin 
Not colour'd like his own; and having power 
T’ enforce the wrong, for such @ worthy cause 
Dooms and devotes him as bis lawful prey. 
What man, seeing this, 
And having human feelings, does not blush 
And hang his head to think himself a man ?” 
De Wolfe will set in the Senate, and 
Washington on the bench, but the Genius 
of Liberty will drop a tear at the inconsis- 
tency and hypocrisy of a people, the fun- 
damental principle of whose government is 
Liberty and Equality. 
Even though the natives of this country, 





containing a great variety of details “in re- 
lation to this matter, of which law the fol- 


jlowing is the substance, concerning free 


negroes, Viz : 

1. Every emancipated slave shall forfeit 
his freedom by staying in the state more 
than one year after such act of emancipa- 
tion. ae 

2. No free negroes shal! be allowed to 
come into the state, and every free negro 
detected coming into the state, shall be 
forthwith sent out of it by the order of any 
justice of the peace, and at the expense of 
the state. 

3. Masters of vessels bringing free ne- 
groes into the state, shall be subject to a 
fine of $ 553 and 33 cents. 

4, Every free negro shall be registered 





whom we have unwarrantably robbed of 


in the books of the cierk of the parish to 
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which he belongs. ‘Tliis register shall con 
tain a minute description of such negro, 
a copy of which shall be taken by him, and 
which he may be required to produce atany 
time. 

That the state of Georgia has lately pas- 
sed alaw imposing an annua! tax of twen- 
ty dollars upon every free negro in that 
state, and in case of inability to pay, such 
negro is immediately expelled the state. 

That the state of South Carvlina has Jate- 
ly passed a law, allowing no negro emanci- 
pated, (as your committee believe) after 
the Ist of March, 1821, to remain in the 
state. 

“That the state of Ohio has passed laws 
requiring all negroes, coming to reside in 
that state, to furnish security to the amount 
of $ 500, that they will lead quiet and pea- 
ceable lives, and will never in any manner 
whatever become chargeable. 

And, lastly, that the city of Washing- 
ton, on the 14th of April, 1821, adopted a 
city ordinance, requiring all free negroes, 
living in the city of Washington, or com- 
ing to reside there, annually toreport them- 
selves at the mayor’s office—to show their 
certificates of freedom, and aunually to 
furnish security in one respectable house- 
holder, that such negro will never in any 


ia the least degree trum. that cespect tor 
humanity and the just rights of all classes 
of men, by which this commonwealth has 
been long and greatly distinguished, shall, 
at the same time, protect this state from 
the burthen of an expensive and injurious 
population. But your committee, bearing 
in mind that the present session of this ge- 
neral court is drawing to.a close, and be- 
lieving that much time would be occupied 
in settling in tuis house, thé provisions of a 
vill, in relation to the subject of the present 
order, ask leave respectfully to recommend 
that a committee be now appointed and di. 
rected to report a bill at an early period of 
the next session of the present general 


court.——Fur the committee, 
THEODORE LYMAN, jr. 
*,* The reportof the committee was accepied 
by the house. 


REMARKS 
By the Editor of the Genids of Universal Eman- 
cipution, 

It would appear from the above, that 
sone of the members of the Massachusetts 
legislature are disposed tu recommend the 
aduption of measures to prevent free peo- 
ple of color from removing to, and settling 
in tliat state. A proposition of this kind 
was not expected to have found advocates 





way become chargeable on the corporation, 
and will always behave in a soberly and or- 
derly manner. In default of such report 
and security, such negro may be fined— 
confined in jailin the workhouse, or ex- 
pelled the city. 

Your committee do not think it necessa- 
ry to make particular mention of the evils 
which will accompany thi3 description of 
population. 

Those which are most apparent, are: 

1. Increasing the number of convicts 
and paupers. 

2. Collecting in the large towns, an in- 
dolent, disorderly and corrupt population. 

S, Substituting themselves in many la- 
bors and occupations, which, in the end, it 
would be more advantageous to have per- 
formed by the white and native population 
of thestate. Your committee, in finishin 
this part of the report, think it due to the 
subject to state, that the good order and 
tranquillity of this town has of late years, 
been often and much disturbed by violent 
riots at that part of the town where persons 
of color are collected in great numbers. _ 

Your committee are fully persuaded of 
the importance of this subject, and of the 


in that quarter; and it is the more surpri- 
sing, as the recent attempts of the Missou- 
ri convention to establish the same princi- 
ple, was so decidedly reprobated by & great 
portion of the northern people, few of 
whom were more luud in their censures or 
denunciations than those of Massachusetts. 
But it seems they affect to be alarmed at 
the idea of the blacks becoming very ®U- 
merous among them, and have recounted a 
list of evils which they suppose would be 
likely to emanate from such a circumstanc®- 
It might have been expected that the re- 
sult of the late census (from which it ap- 
pears that the increase of the number of 
colored people in that state, has been but 
131 in tea eh would have dissipated 
their fears, and that they would not have 
evinced a «disposition to act so strangely 
inconsistent. 

The inevitable consequence of such pro- 
ceedings on the part of the non-slave-hol- 
ing states, will doubtless be to hinder and 
check the work of ewaacipation. If they 
indulge the idea that this species of popu- 
lation is dangerous to the welfare of the 
community, though the number among 
‘vem is comparatively small, what will 








reat necessity of adopting such laws ir 
1s commonwealth, as without departing 


ye the language held ferth in those sections 
of country where they are se much more 
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nymerous ? Will it not strengthen the pre- 
judice of the whites against the free peo- 
ple of color, and have a direct tendency to 
prevent any measures from being taken for 
the liberation of those held as slaves P 

_ The prejudices which are still cherished 
by all classes of people in the United 
States on account of color, must be in a 
great degree overcome, if ever the evil of 
slavery is d@ne away. The citizens of 
the different states must be actuated less 
by local views and local feeling. A spirit 
of compromise must be manifested, and the 
wise and virtuous must set the example by 
endeavoring to form a community of inter- 
ests. Opinions of minor importance must 
be mutually sacrificed on the altar of 
union, and each must contribute a little 
for the advancement of the public good. 

I shall shortly take up this subject in a 
more formal way, and will endeavor to 
point out some of the errors and prejudi- 
ces of the people of the northern and mid- 
die states, and suggest for their considera- 
tion the propriety of adopting measures 
that may have a tendency to smooth down 
the asperity of conflicting opinion, and to 
unite the operations of influential men in 
every section of the country, to the end 
that something may be done to retrieve the 
character of the nation, and aid the cause 
of humanity. 


From Niles’ Weekly Register. 


- « Question To Juarsts.—By the con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, 
slaves. are recognized as property; and 
property cannot be taken from its owner 
without a just compensation therefor: by 
the laws of the states of Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, &c, &c. if a slave commits an act 
by which his life becomes forfeited, the 
owner is indemnified from the state for 
the value of the slave :—admit, then, that 
a slave, the property of a person in Mary- 
land or Virginia, commits an act punisha- 
able with death by the laws of the United 
States—is the owner of the slave entitled 
to compensation by the general govern- 
ment as for other property taken or des- 
troyed by the United States, for the gene- 
ral welfare ? 

The question, if in the affirmative, in- 
volves many highly important. moral and 

litical considerations—but we shall be 
thankful for information only on the moot 
point presented, about which, from having 
consulted not less than a dozen gentlemen 











ion exists. ‘Tv ail of those that we have 
seen, the proposition appeared to be en- 
tirely new, though acknowledged to be ex- 
ceedingly interesting. 
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From the American Beacon. 


Arrican CoLonizatTion.——WVorfolh, 
Aug. 15. The Rev. Ephraim Bacon, who 
went out as one of the government agents 
to the American colony of free blacks, 
forming on the coast of Africa, with his 
lady, and Nathanicl Peck, one of the colo- 
nists who went from Baltimore, with the 
first expedition to Sherbro, arrived here 
pevtesy in the schooner Emmeline, capt, 

ennington, from Martinique, ‘They left 
Sierra Leone 16th June, ia an English ves- 
sel, bound to Barbadoes, whence they pro- 
ceeded to Martinique, and sailed thence 
about 15th July for Hampton Roads. Mr. 
Bacon returned home in consequence of 
the health of himself and lady being much 
impaired previous to their sailing; we are 
pleased to state, however, that they are 
much recovered by the voyage. 

By the arrivalof Mr. Bacon,we have 
the agreeable intelligence, that the agents 
had effected the purchase of a tract of jand 
from the natives, estimated at between 30 
and 40 miles square, situated on the river 
St. Johns, between 5 and 6 degrees north 
latitude, and about’S00 miles distant from 
Sierra Leone. It is, represented as re- 
markably healthy and fertile, lies high, and 
produces rice of an excellent quality, corn, 
and all kinds of tropical grain and fruits ; 
the water also is very good, and the river 
furnishes the best fsh and oysters in abun- 
dance. Coffee, cotton, and tobacco, of a 
good quality, grow spontaneously, the 
first Of which is sold at 4d. ta 5d. per Ib. 
We understand that the purchase has been 
effected upon the most advantageous terms, 
viz. for an, annual supply of rum,. manu- 
factured tobacco, pipes, knives, and a few — 
other articles, the total cost of which, in 
this country, would not exceed $ 300 per 
annum, Mr. Wiltberger, the other agent 
for government, Rev, Mr. Andrus, agent 
for the colonization society, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Winn, with all the colonists, enjoyed 
very good health, and no sickness of a se- 
rious nature had occurred among them 
from the time of their arrival until the de- 
parture of Mr. Bacon,.. The prospects of 
the colony were considered as very prom- 
ising, and afford the highest gratification 
to the ts.or-colonists, .... . 
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o: the bar, it appears that no definite opin" 









We further learn from Mr. Bacon, thi 
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there is very good anchorage oif the site 
fixed on for the new settlement, for ves- 
sels of 100 tons, and that a ship of the line 
could ride in safety within a few miles of 
it. ‘The’ natives he found very inoffensive 
and kiudly disposed. 


eet btettadinetientaecatiinen 


Black Wrst. 

A Winchester, (Va.) paper states, that 
two runaway slaves from Carelina, had 
been apprehended there, and delivered uj 
to their owners ; and after passing aaa 
Paris, Faquier countyfon their way to Sa- 
lem, they dismounted their horses and ap- 
plied at a farmer’s house for assistance, in- 
forming the family that one of the slaves 
was sick and unable to proceed. On visit-| 
ing him, he was found to bedead, and per- 
fectly cold ! This created suspicion of ug- 
fair treatment, and the two white men 
with the other black, were immediate 
seized and committed to the jail at War- 
rentown, to await their trial. It is said,| 
that after beating the poor creature most 
cruelly, his master took him up before him 
ov his horse, and carried him in that way 
two miles to the house above mentioned.— 
The murderers were subsequently dischar- 








ged, for want of lawful evidence to convictjdost thou nurse within 


them. 


The Leesburg (Va.) Genius of Liberty 
says :— Thomas Godbold, (alias God-da- 
ring) residing on Pee Dee, (S. C.) offers a 
reward of one hundred dollars for the de- 
livery of two runaway negroes, whether 
DEAD or ALIVE! How much for their 
scalps is not mentioned.” 


$ 8 


WAY PHEY PLEASE, WHILE HE IS 
A RUNAWAY. 
JAMES MORGAN.” 
Now in the name of common sense, let 
me ask, is such a state of things to be en- 
dured ? Can it be possible that those auda- 
cious tyrants are thus PRIVILEGED To 


Low MEN? And dare they, after all this, 
impiously profane the name,of the Holy 
One, by calling themselves Christians '—~ 
But I will not further trust my pen to 
comment on a thing so inhuman, so barbar- 
ous and so fiend-like 

Niles’ Register of the 21st alt. says, “ A 
few days ago, a begro woman near Snow- 
Hill, in this state, on being informed that 
she was sold, first cut the throat of her 


them immediately died.” 

Is there no blame to be attached to the 
‘murderous conduct of the villain whe can 
thus with pent Sis the victims of ra- 
pacious power to the commission of such a 
horrid deed? Methinks I now see the 
creature smiling with the most perfect in- 
difference at a relation of the fatal transac- 
tien, apparently no further concerned a- 
bout it than what the idea of his loss in 
property suggests. O my country ! truly 

y bosom a scor- 
pion which it is to be feared will yet sting 
thee to death. it ot 

—— 


SUMMARY 
Of Domestic & Foreign Intelligence. 
Emanerparion. AnEngtishman of the 
name of Gist, or Guest, who held several 
hundred slaves in Virginia, died a few 


years since, and by his will they were all 
emancipated, & property to a large amount 





A handbill, of which: the following is a 
copy, was some time since published at 
Murfreesborough, in North Carolina : 


“© Twenty dollars for a Negroe’s head ! 

Negro Dick, ‘co son of old Anthony 
who lives near Moore’s Mill) ran away in 
March last, from Mr. Benj. P. Wells. He 
now belongs to me, and as | have sent word 
to him to come in, and he will not do so, I 
will give ten dollars for him if brought to me 


alive, OR TWENTY FOR HIS HEAD 


ALONE, 
Dick formerly belonged to Levin Duer, 
ey was i - are of hi property 
anuary last ir. Benj. P. Weils.— 
ANY PERSON 1S AT LIBERTY TO 
HOOT OR MAIM-DICK IN ANK 


was bequeathed to them, a great part of 
which consisted of land in this state. The 
most of these people were brought out and 
settied on their land about two or three 
years ago; and now, within a few weeks, 
the remainder, except 15 or 16, were also 
conducted out with the same view. The 
few that yet remain in Virginia could not 
be persuaded to come, as they were under 
the apprehension they were to be taken for 
the purpose of sale. To such an aneiey 
extent is the vile traffic in slaves carried, 
that many of the free blacks dare not go 
from where they are generally known, al« 
tho’ thefpatent republican laws of that state 
leave them the only alternative of either 








removing out of it, or elsg returning infe 


SPORT WITH THE LIVES OF THEIR FEL- | 


child, and then her own, by which beth of_ 





nig. 
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bondage after they have been free a certain 
length of time. 

* Repeemep Staves.”—In the article 
under this head in the first number. of this 
paper, relating to the slaves taken from 
trading vessels by one of the United States’ 
cruizers, and sent to Alabama for safe-kee- 
ping, the question was asked, “ How ma- 
_ny of those poor creatures will have been 
kidnapped, and when demanded, wil! be 
reported as missing ?” Scarcely had the 
paper issued from the press, when the fol- 
lowing, from the New-York Commercial 
Advertiser, was observed, going the rounds 
of the public papers. The reader will 
meke his own comments. 

«‘ The Huntsville paper contains an adver- 
tisement offering rewards to the amount of 
two thousand dollars, for the apprehension 
ofa number of African negroes. These 
hegroes, it seems, were a part of a cargo of 
109, captured by the government vessels in 
1818, from slave traders. From that time 
to this, they have been kept in bondage, un- 
der task masters who are under recugni- 
zances to have them forthcoming, at the 
order of the United States Court, for adju- 
dictation. Why this delay ? Or do the of- 
ficers of the United States at the south in- 
tend that they shall drag out their misera- 
ble lives in slavery, before it is decided that 
they are slaves? Is it not barbarous—is it 
not cruel—for the government itself, thus 
indirectly to become the patrons and au- 
thors of slavery ? These poor negroes, who 
as the advertiser says, are none of them 
over twenty-one years of age, were captu- 
red bya government ship. Why then, in 
the name of humanity and justice, were 
they not transported by the government 
back to their native land ?” 


INFAMOUS AND DISGRACEFUL.—-It is 
stated upon good authority, that the fol- 
lowing most shameful transaction recently 
occurred in the town of Wheeling, Va. 

A certain Solomon King, of that place, 
sold a black woman to one of those crea- 
tures of the in-human species denominated 
men-dealers, who is actively engaged in 
carrying on the domestic “slave trade’ in 
the western country. The woman was 
busy washing clothes at some distance 
from the house of her master when the bar- 
gain was made, and he ordered the purcha- 
ser to go and take her where she was.— 
‘The latter went accordingly, accompanied 
Dy several others, but as she had not been 
informed of the circumstance of her sale. 
she refused to go with them, and a scuffle 


of time, and did not yield until fairly over. 
powered, It is said the poor creature was 
most cruelly beaten, her clothes torn of 
her back, and that she was dragged through 
the streets literally naked!!! It is indeed 
surprizing that her master could permit so 
glaring an outrage to be practised in open 
day in the streets of a populous town, the 
inhabitants of which are mostly enlightens 
ed, liberal and humane, and to whose feel- 
ings it must have been shocking in the ex! 
treme: but these are the fruits ofthe system 
of slavery. Disgusting as it may seem (o 
those who entertain the least sense of pro- 
priety, it is not to be wondered at that the 
villains who engage in this horrid traffic 
should be capable of such audacity. The 
wnan who makes a business of buying and 
selling his fellow men, possesses a heart { 
entirely devoid of shame; it must be dead 
to every sense of humanity, and incased 
with a ten-fold coat of adamant, which no- 
thing of an ordinary nature can reach or 
penetrate. But that any one who wishes 
to pass for a gentleman, and has any kind 
of respect for the feelings and opinions of 
his neighbors and fellow citizens, should, 
when he had it in bis power to prevent it, 
suffer the perpetration of a deed so foul, is 
truly astonishing. Such conduct should 
always be exposed ; its authors and abet- 
tors particularly pointed out, and held up 


'to the public as fit objects for scorn 


‘To point her slow inmoving finger at.’ 


A scoundrel who has 


” 


KIDNAPPING. 
been engaged in the internal « Slave trade 
for some time past, and who to make his 
trip more profitable, adopted the plan o! 
his prototypes the foreign slave traders, 
and stole a few, has been sent to the Ma- 
ryland penitentiary for five years. Niles’ 
Register says, “ This infernal business 1s 
carried to a great extent here; the disposi- 
tion to check it is not wanting, but the laws 
are defective.” 


Another paper informs, that a negro stea- 
ler by the name of Joseph Johnson, has 
been arrested at his house situated is 
North-West Fork Hundred, near the Ma- 
ryland line. Thirteen negroes were found 
in the house, some of therm in irons, waiting 
the arrival of a vessel to transport them ‘ 
some of the southern states. They were 
all taken to Georgetown, and Johnson was 
immediately committed to prison, and se 
cured by irons. Johnson is a stout, active, 
athletic man, a very determined fellow, 
and said to be leng versed ip this kind 0! 





ensued. She fought them fer some length 


traffic. ' 













President Boyer, is at the head of this so- 


-of the government, and recommended the 
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T Hayv1.—The Boston Centinel gives an, 
account of a society having been formed at 
Port-au-Prince, with ample funds to en- 
courage the emigration of free Africans 
and their descendants from the United 
States; to provide for the payment of the 

assage of such as are unable to raise mo- 
ney for that purpose, and likewise for their 
support until they can find employment. 
M. P. Inginac, the Secretary General to 


ciety. 

Manvumisston.—At St. Christopher’s. 
every slave who may be freed, is required 
to pay 100 dollars for a certificate of his 
freedom! It is said the governor has be- 
come ashamed of this libel upon the justice 


repeal of the odious law which exacts a 
fine for the attainment of a just right. 





eS a eres cS —_—_ ena Siem: 


THE MUSES’ BOWER. 
. Americans, plead for the rights of mankind-- 
Of the bond-man as well as the free ; 


Unrivet the fetters of body and mind 
’Neath the shade of your Liberty Tree. 


SELECTED POETRY. 


The two following pieces are from the wri- 
tings of Phillis Wheatly, a female negro, who 
was brought from Africa, and held as a slave 
by John Wheatly, of Boston, in Massachusetts, 
Though the poetry is not of the highest order, 
it still possesses a considerable degree of me- 
rit: it proves that genius is not exclusively the 
property of persons of a fair complexion, and 
furnishes an excellent commentary on the fool- 
ish opinion, entertained by some, that the Afri- 
cans are of a species inferior to the rest of 
mankind. 








JY¥MN TO THE MORNING. 


Attend my lays, ye ever honor‘d nine, 
Assist my labors, and my strains refine ; 
In smoothest numbers pour the notes along, 
for bright Aurora now demands my song. 

Aurora hail, and all the thousand dies, 
ge a thy progress through the vaulted 

skies ; 
The morn awakes, and wide ¢xtends her rays, 
Gn every leaf the gentle zephyr plays ; 
Harmonious lays the feather‘d race resume, 
Dart the bright eye, and shake the painted 
plume. 

Ye shady groves, your verdant gloom display 
To shield your poet from the burning day ; 
Calliepe awake the sacred lyre, 

While thy fair sisters fan the pleasing fire ; 
The bow'‘rs, the gales, the veriagaien skies 
{n all their pleasures in my bosom rise. 

See inthe East the illustrious king of day! 

His rising radiance drives the shades away— 


HYMN TO THE EVENING. 
Soon as the sun forsook the Eastern main, 
The pealing thunder shook the heav’nly plain; 
Majestic grandeur ! From the zephyr’s wing, 
Exhales the incense of the blooming spring. 
Soft purl the streams, the birds renew their 
notes, 

And through the air their mingled music floats.. 

’ Through afl the heav‘ns what beauteous dies 
are spread ! 

But the west glories in the deepest red ; 

So may our breasts with ev’ry virtue glow, 

The living temples of our God betow ! 

Fill’d with the praise of him who gives the 

light, 

§nd draws the sable curtains of the night, 

Let placid slumbers sooth each weary mind, 

At morn to wake more heav‘nly, more refin’d « 

So shall the labors of the day begin 

More pure, more guarded from the snares of sin. 

Night's leaden sceptre seals tay drowsy eyes, 
Then cease, my song, till fair Aurora rise. 


ELEGANT EXTRACT. 
If I'm designed yon lordling’s slave, 
By nature’s law designed, 
Why was an independent wish 
E’er planted in my mind? 
If not, why am I subject to 
His cruelty and scorn ; 
Or why has man the will and power, 
To make his feilow er Bonys> ~ 


aa 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The communication of * Veritas” was not re- 
ceived in season for this number: it may be 
expected in the next. 

“ Justice’ is under consideration. The name 
is always entitled to respect, but it frequently 
happens that it is improperly used. 








Terms of this Paper. 


The GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMAN- 
CIPATION, is published monthly. in Mount 
Pleasant, Ohio, at One Dollar per annum, paya- 
ble annually in advance, The difficulty in col- 
lecting small sums at a distance, renders a 
strict adherence to this rule indispensibly ne- 
cessary. 

Subscribers must begin and end with a vo- 
lume. 

All letters and communications to the editor, 
must be sent free of expence, or they will not 
be attended to. : 


The following named persons are authorized 
to act as agents for this work, and are request- 
ed to receive subscriptions and money, and for~ 
ward the same to the editor, viz. 





But Oh! I feel his fervid beams too strong, 
And scarce begun, concludes th’ abortive song. 


Abraham Brooke New York. 

Richard Lundy Burlington, N. J. 
James Cox Philadephia. 

H. Niles Baltimore. 

B. Irvine Washington, C. D: 
Samuel P. Parsons Richmond, Va. 
Thomas Lundy Surry county, N. C; 
Elijah Embree = ° Jonesborough, Ten: 
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BLENDING THE USEFUL AND THE SWEET. 


a 





_ SINCE the first number of this paper was 
issued, I have received the names of séveral 
very respectable young females, and also a few 
wha have passed the. morning of life, as ‘sub- 
scribers; and it shalf be my care to make it 
worthy their attention, though the Ladies’ 
Department has not yet. assumed as interesting. 
a character as I could wish. . 

I should be much pleased, if some of our 
young ladies would uently send me some- 
thing original for insertion in the Otro. Doubt: 
less there are some not far from here, who have 
occasionally breathed the air of Parnassus and 
drank of the waters of Helicon, and might fur- 
nish from the productions of their leisure mo 
ments, many entertaining pieces for the amuse- 
ment. and instruction of the readers of this 
Department. Such will, at ail times, meet 
with a cordial weicome. 

“Saris” will perceive that her request is 
complied with. Indeed it could not well be 
refused, as the piece which she has selected is 
such an excellent hit at that “useless race of 
beings” the Bachelors. Editor. 

FOR THE OLIO, 

Zo the Editor—If you think the following 
worthy ofa place in your miscellany, please in- 
sert it, and thereby*®blige one of your readers. 

ac SALLY. 
OLDBACHELORS. 
BY A LADY, 

Old Batchelors are hateful things, 
Which ought to be despis‘d, 
‘With hearts like broken fiddle-strings, 

And just as little priz‘d. 


Untun‘d to love‘s soft thrilling touch, 
No pleasure do they know: - 

They feel not, and they taste not much 
Of happiness below. 


The joys of Wedlock, which they spurn, 
With all its numerous cares ; 

F’en for a year should love’s lamp burn, 
Are worth an age of theirs. + 


Was’t but for them, the human race 
Would soon be swept away ; 
' And even earth, to their disgrace, 
Would tumble or decay. 


The social boud, that bond so sweet, 
Where heart and soul unite; 

Where friendship, love, and union mect, 
Would sink in endless night. 


But, ’tis in vain for me to prate, 
I cannot make themicleycr ; 

Old Bachelors L always hate, 
And must, and shall, forever. 


TWILIGHT MUSINGS. 


How beauteous-is the summer’s eve ! 
- Remote upon the western sky, 
The sun declines ; and round bim wave 
The ciouds, a gorgeous canupy. 
From fragrant fields, and pastures nigh, 
With gentle murmer comes the breeze, 
Just kissing, as it passes by, 
The shutting flowers and !eafy trees ; 
A twilight gloom pervades the woods, 
Through all their blue-grey solitudes, 


~~ 


a 


And all is still—except the lay 

Of blackbird from the neighbouring’ grove, 
Clear hymning forth the dirge of day, 

In tones of warm spontaneous love. 

And ‘tween its margents, flower-in-wove, | 
The stream that gently murmurs on ; 

Or rystle ofthe grass, above 
The crimson-tinged sepulchral stone ; 

The shadows of the church profuyad 

O‘erspread the eastward burial ground. 


How beauteous !——but, more beautiful}, 
The days of vanish‘d years awake, 
In burning tints, that render duil 
The charms of sky and wood; and lake. 
Though far remote, yet I can slake 
At memory‘s fount my burning thirst, 
_ And feel, no spells on earth can break 
The idol form I worshipp‘d first ; 
No secon | ties of love impart 
Such raptures to the vacant heart ! 


The following elegant piece, in addition to 
its many beauties, conveys an excellent moral, 
and is well worthy the perusal of the youthful 
female reader. 


CUPID’S DECEPTION. 


Beside the low grot where the streamiet mean- 


ders, 
Methought, as soft slumbers o‘ershadowed 
thine eye, 
Lightly wing‘d as the zephyr from Heaven that 
wanders, 
Young love, crowned with roses, flew play- 
fully by. 
From his infantine bough, by the graces annoin: 
ted, 
All drooping with odours, the chaplet he 
drew 4 ‘ 
With a soul-beaming smile, to the flowrets he 


pointed, 


And said ‘Lovely maid shall I leave them 
with you ?”” 


i had heard of his arts, but now thought not of 
danger ; 

His arrows be wore not, he wielded no bow ; 

{ smil'd in return to the air tripping stranger, 

And biush‘d like the roses he wantonly threw. 


[ caught them, I press‘d to my bosom the trem 


sure ; 
Alas! the sharp sting to its mission was true; 


ec with pleasure, & 
| 6 Adieu, pretty victim !—I leave them witr 
you.” 


: 


A REBUS. 


A fragrant flower by ladies much admir’d, 


‘| A grain our country hath in store acqaire:!, 


A charm in maids that first attracts the.sight 
A father's joy and most supreme delight, 
A fruit in form like the terrestrial ball, 


‘| A bird whose notes admired are by all. 


If these initials you are pleas‘d'to join, 
They’li name a fair in whom all virtues shine- 
(-Laolution of the above is tequasted. ) 
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*¢Oh the thorus !” 1 exclaimed, while he shou: & 
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